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those who will use it for him. He fears death and is nerve-
less in spite of his burly figure. We in India may in a
moment realize that one hundred thousand Englishmen
need not frighten three hundred million human beings.
A definite forgiveness would, therefore, mean a definite
recognition of our strength. With enlightened forgiveness
must come a mighty wave of strength in us, which would
make it impossible for a Dyer and a Frank Johnson to
heap affront on India's devoted head. It matters little to
me that for the moment I do not drive my point homo.
We feel too downtrodden not to be angry and revengeful.
But I must not refrain from saying that India can gain
more by waiving the right of punishment. We have better
work to do, a better mission to deliver to the world.
I am not a visionary. I claim to be a practical idealist.
The religion of non-violence is not meant merely for the
rishis and saints. It is meant for the common people as
well. Non-violence is the law of our species as violence
is the Taw qflhe brute. The spirit lies dormant in the brute,
ancThe knows no law but that of physical might. The
dignity^ of man "requires obedience to a higher law—to
the strength of the spirit.
I have therefore ventured to place before India the
ancient law of self-sacrifice. For Satyagraha and its offshoots,
non-co-operation and civil resistance, are nothing but new
names for the law of suffering. The rishis, who discovered
the law of non-violence in the midst of violence, were
greater geniuses than Newton. They were themselves greater
warriors than Wellington. Having themselves known the
use of arms, they realized their uselessness, and taught a
weary world that its salvation lay not through violence
but through non-violence.
Non-violence in its dynamic condition means conscious
suffering. It does not mean meek submission to the will
of the evil-doer, but it means putting of one's whole soul
against the will of the tyrant. Working under this law of
our being, it is possible for a single individual to defy the
whole might of an unjust empire to save his honour, his
religion, his soul, and lay the foundation for that empire's
fall or its regeneration.

